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The National Trust launched its 
Annual Heritage Appeal Fund in 
January of this year with a goal to 
raised up to EC$500,000.  Our 
Annual Appeal Fundraiser is 
geared towards raising much 
need funds to facilitate the work of 
the Trust and to provide funding 
for ongoing projects during our 
financial year.  

 
Since the launch in January, 
contributions to date are just shy 
of EC $12,000.  Thank you to 
those individuals and 
organizations who have partnered 
with us so far.  Your willingness to 
help ensures that we continue to 
achieve our Mission which is to 
preserve, protect and promote our 
natural, cultural and historical 
landscape. 
 
The work of the National Trust is 
heavily dependent on 
contributions and donations from 
philanthropists and it is important 
to note that without the support of 
individuals and organizations in 
our communities and the 
Diaspora, the success of what we 
do will be severely restricted. 
  
Over the last 18 months, we have 
been able to carry out several key 
projects such as: 
 

¶ Renovation of our a gift shop 
that supports local artist and 
provides our visitors with 
locally made artisanôs products. 

 

¶ Renovation of our museum to 
present a more welcoming 
environment and a free flowing 
visitor friendly display of our 
history and culture.  

 

¶ We have begun our 
educational campaign with the 
hosting of several special 
exhibits in our newly created 
special exhibit room.  

 

¶ The children were creatively 
introduced to our history 
through a series of storytelling 
episodes during the summer of 
2017, when we launched our 
annual Storytelling Series 
ñHeritage House.ò 

 

¶ Our executive offices and 
Research and Documentation 
Centre were also renovated to 
provide a more comforting 
environment for our visitors 
and researchers 

  
There are many more projects 
that have been identified to 
ensure that we continue to 
achieve our mission and to meet 
our goals and objectives.   
 
Your financial contribution will 
play an integral role in how much 
we are able to do as an 
organization; therefore, we 
encourage you to be enthusiastic 
about the Trust and its work and 
give generously to our Annual 
Heritage Appeal Fund.   
 
All donors to the Fund will be our 
guests and will be acknowledged 
during our highly anticipated 
Heritage Gala scheduled for 
August 2018. 
 
For more information or to make a 
contribution, please contact our 
offices on the Bay Road or email 
us at schs@sisterisles.kn   
 
Thank you for supporting the work 
of the St. Christopher National 
Trust. 
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The first stage of the ambitious Spoonerôs Ginnery Restoration Project is 
expected to be completed by the end of the summer, if all goes as expected.  
This according to Project Manager Lindbergh Alvaranga. 
 
ñWe are tackling the project in bite-sized chucks, starting with what we believe 
will be most impactful,ò says Mr. Alvaranga, an architect who serves on the 
Trustôs Board of Directors and on its Building and Sites Committee. 
 
The multi-phase project will see the restoration and development of the 
ginnery factory building and its equipment and establish a museum and gift 
shop.  Long term plans propose to restore the Great House and ancillary 
structures, including the Managerôs House and older ruins.  The Great House 
(built around 1870) will be 

used as a visitor centre, office and rental space for functions.  The Managerôs 
House will be developed for use as a gallery, restaurant and artisanôs centre. 
 
The factory building, which was constructed in 1939 has long lost some of its 
metal siding, leaving the dramatic machine works that it houses, exposed to the 
elements.   
 
Mr. Alvaranga explains that the first priority is ñenvelopingò the structure to halt 
further deterioration of the machinery.  To this end, the Trust has recently 
signed with a local contractor to begin this initial phase which will also see metal 
sheeting replaced, repairs carried out to some of the buildingôs structural 
elements and rehabilitation of its steel frame.   
 
ñWe want to remain as faithful to the original structure as possible,ò Mr. Alvaranga assures. 
 
The Trust has received some assistance from the US Ambassadors Fund for Cultural Preservation and is working with the 
government to secure the funding necessary to complete this first stage which is due to begin in June. 
 

History of Spoonerõs & Overview of the Restoration Project 
 
Spoonerôs Estate is first referenced on a 1753 map which identifies it as an animal-driven sugar mill.  Later records show that it 

was converted to steam-powered milling in the 1870s.  During this period, the 
Estate functioned as one of several regional mills on St. Kitts. 
 
Around 1900, its ownership changed hands and the new owners Sendall and 
Wade, were among the first planters in the Caribbean to successfully transition 
from sugar to cotton production.  In 1901 they installed the first ginnery on St. 
Kitts.  By 1907, 20, 000 acres of cotton were being cultivated in the West 
Indies.  From 1912-1914, St. Kitts and Nevis produced nearly a quarter of the 
regionôs crop yield.  
 
Spooner's Ginnery continued to operate until the 1970s when it was purchased 
by the government of St. Kitts and Nevis.  The property was vested in the St. 
Christopher National Trust in 2009. 
 
What remains today are structures and ruins spanning three centuries and 
representing three major periods in the agro-industrial history of St. Kitts and 
Nevis.  

Restoration to Begin at Spoonerõs Ginnery 

Trust officials visit the Spoonerõs site 

along with contractors and a Quantity 

Surveyor  
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The St. Christopher National Trust  
enhanced its resource capacity with 
the training of three of its key 
personnel in understanding the 
challenges of the conservation of 
structures. 

 
In March, Executive Directory Ryllis 
Percival and two members of the 
Trustôs Building and Sites Committee, 
Othneil Heyliger and Linbergh 

Alvaranga, 
attended a week-
long workshop in 
Italy hosted by the 
Instituto Superiore 
per la 
Conservazione ed 
il Restauro (ISCR). 
 
Mr. Heyliger, the 
Chair of the 
Committee says 
that the course,  ñEffects of Pollution 
and Preventative Conservation on 
Outdoor Artifacts,ò  focused on 
maintenance of heritage structures and 
the challenges to that end. 
 
Participants hailed primarily from 
Europe.  The Trust 
representatives were 
three of four Caribbean 
delegates to attend the 
training, which was 
sponsored by ISCR, the 
Ministry of Culture and 
Tourism in Rome (Italy) 
and the Ministry of 
Culture of St. Kitts and 
Nevis. 
 
The workshops included 
visits to heritage sites 
and university 
laboratories where 
research and analysis of 
is conducted to 
continually improve 
methods of conservation. 

Intensive Conservation Training Expected to Boost SCNT Resources  
 
"Maintenance is critical 
to avoid deterioration 
and you retain the 
original structure and its 
authenticity," Mr. 
Heyliger said, 
emphasizing the 
importance of the 
National Trust having 
this sort of expertise 
within the organization. 

 
Participants received crash courses in 
the chemistry of mold, crusts, 
deterioration and pollutants and their 
effects on older structures. 
"If  you want to repair a building, first 
you must analyze the material that was 

used, so that you can know 
how to repair it or what type 
of material to use, because 
then you can go back - 
once you've done your 
research and testing - 
understanding the most 
appropriate materials for 
restoration and 
conservation," Mr. Heyliger 
explained. 
 
Delegates included 
representatives from 
museums and heritage 
organizations like the 
National Trust as well as 
archaeology and 
architectural students. 

The National Museum and Gift Shop are open from 8:00 a.m. 
ï 4:00 p.m. Monday to Friday  

9:00 a.m. ï 2:00 p.m. Saturdays  
 

Admission to the Museum for non -member residents/
nationals is EC$5.00  

And for visitors US$5.00  
 

The National Trust Office and Documentation  
Are open  

 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Monday - Friday  

Trust Executive Board 
Member Lindbergh 

Alvaranga and Executive 
Director Ryllis Percival at the 

iconic Coliseum  

Building & Sites Committee Members 
Lindbergh Alvaranga (left) and  

Othneil Heyliger 

The course included field trips to historic 
sites like Romeõs Fontana Di Trevi 

Members from the Course mingled with 
visitors at the Trevi Fountain 



 

building is structurally sound.  Further 
reassuring news from Steele, is that 
the cracks around the building do not 
appear to be expanding, however, the 
parapet wall on the roof of the over-
century old structure, is deteriorating. 
 
Stele and Charlesô initial assessment 
determined that the cracks in the 
building and peeling paint are due to 
the application of a more modern 
cement formula during previous 
repairs.  This hinders the original 
limestone mortar from óbreathingô and 
caused the building to retain water.  As 
a result significant cracks began to 
appear in interior and exterior walls. 
 
The Trust has been in discussions with 
the Master Group Industrial 
Development Company of Puerto Rico 
as a source for products used to 
restore historic buildings.  Master 
manufactures paints and sealants 
specifically designed for older 
structures. 
 
A specialist from the company visited 
the Trust to conduct tests to determine 
the most suitably formulated products 

The iconic ñOld Treasury Building,ò 
home to the St. Christopher National 
Trust, is structurally sound though in 
dire need of repair.  This has been the 
finding of Trinidadian-based Structural 

Engineer, Danielle Steele. 
 
Ms Steele and Heritage Restoration 
and Maintenance Consultant, Justin 
Charles, visited St. Kitts last December 
and made a preliminary assessment of 
the building.  She returned in February 
(2018) to conduct further analysis and 
mapping of the cracks on the building.   
 
She has since reported that the 

National Trust Building Update 
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The Trust is excited to partner with the ANSAR 2018 Local Organizing Committee to 
offer a very unique tour for delegates attending the conference in June. 
 
"A Day at the Museum" is a tour that was designed to give visitors an opportunity to 
learn the history of our island.  It will include a personalized tour of our recently 
renovated Museum and a guided foot-tour around Basseterre. 
 
The foot tour of Historic Basseterre will take participants to significant sites as well as a 

stop at Government Headquarters to view historical documents at our National Archives. 
 
This unique Tour which is estimated to last approximately 3 hours will culminate at the National Trust Apron with a sumptuous 
National Dish luncheon and cultural entertainment.  Members, Visitors and other persons who are interested in participating in 
this unique tour are invited to register with the St. Christopher National Trust by calling (869) 465-5584 or email 
schs@sisterisles.kn. 
 
Delegates at the conference can learn more about the Trust and support the work that we do by visiting our Exhibition Booth at 
the Conference Site Market Place. 
 
The Tour is one of the fringe activities on the ANSAR Reunion program and is schedule to be held on Monday 25th June from 9 
am. 
 
Our staff and volunteers are looking forward to hosting our nationals and visitors on this new and exciting "A day at the Museum" 
Tour. 
 
ANSAR 2018 is being hosted by the St. Kitts and Nevis Returning Nationals Association.  It is the 18th Reunion Conference of 
Anguilla, Nevis and St. Kitts Associations and will be this year in St Kitts and Nevis June 22-24 2018. 

Trust to Host ANSAR Delegates 

Structural engineer Danielle Steele is 
hoisted up to the buildingõs parapet in 
the bucket of a SKELEC service truck 

for the building. 
 
While applying product to the walls of 
the National Museum, Masterôs 
Kenneth Klotzback conducted a 
demonstration for  a group of local 
contractors, painters, tradespersons, 
Public Works personnel and a number 
of prisoners who have been invited to 
assist with the repairs of the building. 
 

With Ms Steeleôs Structural 
Assessment Report and guidance from 
Justin Charles and his team, the next 
step for the National Trust is to 
develop a plan for restoration and 
secure funding for the project. 

Kenneth Klotzback gives application 
demonstration to industry personnel 


